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ABSTRACT > . f . ' 

The study contributed "to further understanding ot the 
educational r and, occupational aspirations of Louisiana ruratl. seniors 
during J968 an$ 197*2 and-.of rural seniors from throughout J the United 
States" and the South in 1972. Of the variables used; i.e., time, 
location, sex,, and fcace r ^two variafrles^ were significant *op levels of 
aspfration time andL^focatipqj Educational and occupational 
aspirations #f the 1972 Louisiana rural seniors decreased in 
comparison to 'those of 1968. Educational aspirations of 1972 rural 




occurred; throughout the range of eadh respective asfcirational 
variable and were not confined to any single or dual categories. 
Educational aspirations were affected more by time and geographic 
location than occupational aspirations* and rural .white females froih 
Louisiana consistently "had higher occupational aspirations than all 
other students.^ Conclusions. pojnt to the possiblity that both 
communication and counseling'ef forts for 'rural youth have fallen, 
short. Analysis of variance (ANOVA)- summary tables provide 
information on six aspiration variables. Appended are excerpts from 
the research instrument' and an overview of the ANOVA measurement 
technique. (Author/AH) 
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The Educational and Occupational Aspirations 
.of Louisiana Rural High School Seniprs: 
A Comparative Study % 

George W. Ohlendorf and Donna M\ Rafferty 1 

f 

Introduction 

During the past two decades, several studies hav^beeh conducted on the 
educatiorml and occupational aspirations' of rural /outh. This research w.as" 
stimulated b> the contention that rural youth had lowqr aspirations than 
urban >outh and, consequently, could noLcornpete effectively for* jobs in 
the urban labor market (Lipset, 1955; Sewell and Orensteni, 1965). 

Studies of aspirations conducted in ^ariqus places have produced find-, 
mgs indicating that ru^al youth generally had lower aspirations than urban 
youth. These findings suggested that research vVa*> jiee4e<ion the.consis- 
tency of aspirations ampng rural >outh throu^hoiirthe Unite'd States and ofi. 
'the stability, of aspirations .of yojath over time.* It" isf not clear whether* 
aspirations q^y outh are affected* by^ the socialization prjocess£s*the} experi- 
ence, > r v 

'foe*general objective of this study was ttVcompare the educational and 
occupational aspirations of tw.o cohorts (age groups) of" Louisiana njral 
*high school seniors— the classes of 1968 and 1972— and to compare the 
1972 Louisiana cohort with a regional and national counterpart The first 
specific aim ,was-to ascertain whether the. aspirations of seniors from 
Louisiana .rural high schools in 1968 differed significantly Jrom the aspira- 
tions of seniors in the' same or similar schools'in 1972.*The second specific 
goal of the study included tw o parts, first, to Compare the aspirations of the 
1972 Louisiana rural students with a sample of students from Jhe Southern 
states, <ind second, to compare Louisiana students with a national sample in 
terms of their educational and occupational aspirations. 

The research conducted was unique in that it involved comparisons 
between state » regional, and national sample populations during the same 
>ear. It also provided the opportunity to determine whether the aspirations 
of rural youth from the Same area remained stable "over time. The data 
collected" were from both black and wfcite respondents ajid from respon- 
dents of both sexes. , 
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^ Frame of Reference 

This stud> , as noted, deals with the concept of aspiration. Specifically , jt 
Is cpncerned with level of educationaLaspiration and level of occupational 
a^piratiQn. It was. conceptualized Uiat aspirations are acquired through the 
socialization process, and that this* process would change, in 'response to 
location and time. The latter was seen as providing a perspective for the 
study of 'stability or change in aspirations. m ' 

Aspiration • . ! • , 

Aspiration was viewed as a special type of attitude, one which involved a 
, favorable onentation toward a goal. In light of this definition, aspirations 
were operational i'zed as the desired future enSs or goals which students 
sought. * . v 

In elaborating the concept of aspiration, it is appropriated point out ttyat 
the choice of an occupation in American society is not an easy task because 
there are over 20,000 different occupations (McNeil, 1969:223). Most of 
the occupations require specific type's 'of edutation for entry , and individual 
deci^ions^abtbut educStio'n and careers t^nd to be made during the high 
school years. Hence, the student decides oo the tyjpe of job -het of she wants 
and pursues the formal education necessary to'get the jo.br^these decisions 
are indicators cf both educational aspiration and occupational aspiration. 

Level of occupational* aspiration is an extensjofi of the general concept of 
aspiration. It involves perception of self relative to a particular level in the. 
prestige hierarchy represented by the occupation. Tb/s particular orienta- 
tion tqward an occupation serves to channel actioji toward attainment of an^ 
occupational goal. A favorable attitude t/pward achieving the education' 
necessary for an occupational goal is an indicator of level of educational 
aspiration. • ' 

Time 1 

Historical events may influence" the attitudes, beliefs, and goals^of 
people in a society at any given timfe. The ipipact of time thus needs to be 
considered ii> studies of aspiratiohs. Since values of the larger Society 
influence the development of aspirations among adolescents, any study of 
the aspirations of youth must consider the values popular at the time. In this 
study, it was important that the social activism of the 1960's and 1970'sbe 
taken into consideration in assessing the aspirations expressed by high 
school students. , * ^ 

Location 4 

* . - • • , f 

The extent to which value orientations vary from one region to another is 

* v also of importance in studying aspirations^ of youth. In this study, it was of 

particular interest to determine whether the aspirations of rural youth in 

^ . 4 '< 
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Louisiana differed from rural >outh elsewhere. This question was consid- 
ered especjall) pertinent becajuse of the notion that rural >outh would be 
less likeJ> to be affected b> social movements sucji as occurred in fhe 
1960's.-.. . . • 

' ' * 

' - / . Hypotheses * . • /( 

& ' ' , . • \ i 

* TJie hypotheses that follo\v w ere designed in accordance w i{Mhe objec- % * 
" tives of the study. *■ - e ? 

Hypotjiesikl: In selected Louisiana rural high schools', the educational * * 
aspirations of tfitf senior students of 1972 will Jbe significantly* diffeiferft " * 
from those of the senior students of 1968 for each sex and race combina- 
tion. % • - 

Hypothesis 2: In selected Louisianafural high schools, fte qccapational * 
aspirations of the senior students of 1972 will- be significantly different 
from those of the senior students of 1968 for each sex and race 'combina- 
tion. , 

'Hypothesis 3: The educational aspirations of the senior students of 1972 
in selected Louisiana high schools will not differ signifipantl> from those of 
senior students of 1972 in selected rural high schools in the southern 
region. . # ' 

Hypothesis 4: The occupational aspirations of the senior student^ of 
1972 in selected Louisiana rural 'high Schools will not differ significantly 
from those of senior students of 1972 In selected rural 4ngh schools in thi 
southern region. - . I 

Hypothesis 5: T]ie educational aspirations of the senior students of 1972 
in refected Louisiana niral higlj schools will not differ significantly from 
those of senior students of 1972 in selected rural high schools in other parts* > 
of the United States. ■ 

hypothesis 6: the occupational aspirations of the senior student^ of 
-J972 in selected Louisiana rural high schools w ill not differ significantly 
from those of the senior students of 1972 in selected rural high schools in 
othe^parts of the United States/ > 

4 Research Procedures . 

Source* artd Collection of Data 

Data used in this study were obtained from two separate research 
projects — the Southern Youtfi Study (SYS) and Ihe National Longitudinal ' 
Study of the High School Class of*1972. 

Sputhern Youth Stu^Jhe first project, known as the SYS — project 
S- 114 and its predecessors , r S-o 1 andS-8l — is a longitudinaI*study of rural / • 
youth supported by the LJ.S* Department of Agriculture and the Louisiana 
Agricultural Experiment Station. The research for the projecf^m.done in 
cooperation with the agriculturaj experiment stations 0 f five/other southern 
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states. Information bn the first cohort was collected in 19.68 and on the 
second in 19J2. % ' '-f* * 

A proportionate, stratified, random *cluster^ sampling technique was 
employed to abtairvs representative sample-of rural high school youth in 
LouisianafThe following procedure was used to select the^amplfe: (1) The 
$tate was divideti.into geographical quafrants to represent four areas which 
"differ in saxial and economic characteristics. (2) Schools were designated 
k% the Sampling Units. Four to six schools wereselected randomly from the 
noirmeu-opolitan parishes of each quadrant. To obtain a representative 
sample j*f both black and white students in proportion to the enrolment of 
nonmetropolitan students within the state, a total of 20 schools was 
selected, ,13 white and 7 blaak." (3) The questionnaire was administered to 
'all senior students present in school on. the day of the survey. 

Jn.'1972, an effort was njade to collect data from the same'schools as in 
1968. This' could not be done in 3H instahces'because of changes that had 
taken place in the schools. In the desegregation process* toany Louisiana 
hi£h schools were combined, some old ones closed, and-some new Ones 
opened. • • 

Only four of the original 20 schools— three white and one black — were 
substantially the" same as in 1968. These four schools, the previously 
segregated schools that had been desegregated ^and two private acadenlies 
were selected as the sampling units in 1972. The private academies were 
selected because some students who would normally have been attending 
the public schools were enrolled injhem. Although all seniors, present bn 
the day of the survey completed questionnaires, only students of the race 
predominant in the corresponding 1968 school were used in the analysis. 
This was done in an attempt to test only those respondents who would have 
.been seniors in 1972 in the original 20 schools. To the degree possible, this 
filtering of the 1972 resppndents^ssures that the 1968 and 1972 samples 
were comparable. Several social background characteristics of the two 
samples were tested to verify comparability. No signifibant differences 
dfen^found in mother's education, father's education, or major money 
earner's occupation. . * 

Data for the SYS in 1968 were collected by means'of group interviews in 
the schools during early April. These interviews were conduced by staff 
members (faculty and'graduate assistants) from the Department of Rural 
Sociology at Louisiana State University, who had' t?een instructed in 
interview procedures prior to the field work. Approximately one hour was 
required for each interview. A total of 544 completed questionnaires were 
obtained— 325 from whites, 218 from blacks, and one from a Native 
American. The detailed distribution of respondents by area and school is 
provided in the appendix.' * ' 

A slightly modified version of the 1968 questionnaire was used in 1972. 
During May, this questionnaire was administered* to the senior classes. 



Completed questionnaires were obtained from 453 seniors in.the schools. 
A mailed questionnaire was used far pne private academy because the 
school year nad concluded too early for the questionnaire to be adminis- 
tered at school \This academy had 19 graduates, 17 of whom returned their 
.questionnaires. The. distribution of respondents by area and school is 
provided in the appendix*. ^ 



National Longitudinal Study. The second project from which data 
were utilizers the National Longitudinal Study (NLS) of the High School 
Class of 1972. This study is part of a long-term survey effort supported by { 
the "National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the former U.S. 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare (Levinsohn et al., 1978). 
The NLS study w as designed to provide statistics on a national cohort of 
students going through the process of leaving the school system and 
entering adult life. v * { 

In thelSLS, the sampling design is a stratified two-stage probability 
sample with schools as the first-stage sampling units and students lis the 
second-stage unfts. The sampling population was determined as all 1972 
twelfth grade students enrolled in all public, private, and church-affihated 
high schools in the 50 states and the District of Columbia. 

'The sch6ol saftnpling frame was stratified into 600 final strata according 
to the following criteria. (D.type of institution (public, nonpublic), (2) 
geographic region (northeast, north central, south, west), (3) senior en- 
rollment '(^?00, 300-599, ^600); (4) proximity to institutions of highfer 
learning, (5) percent minority enrolled, (6) income level of the community, 
(7) degree of urbanization. 

A representative sample of the schools was drawn. In order to'increase 
the number of disadvantaged students, schools located in low -income areas 
and schools with high proportions of minority group enrollment were 
sampled at approximately twice the rate used for the remaining schools. 

, The NLS sample design called for the selection of 1 ,200 primary sample 
schools with 18 students*per school participating in the survey. Of these 
1,200 schools', 948 participated, 21 had no seniors^enrolled, and 231 had 
either refused to participate or could not participate. 

Because of this high rate of nonresponse in the base-yfcar survey, the 
NCES attempted, to resurvey the 231 nonparticipant schools and to survey 

. replacements, for the 2 1 schools with no seniors. Of the 23 1 primary sample 
schools, 205 participated iiMhe resurvey with up to 18 former students 
being randomly selected from the 1972 graduating class. Students frpm 
substitutg schools were also included in the base-year survey. In all, data 
were collected from students representing 1,069 participating schools in 
the base-year study. % 
The bulk of the student data w^s collected in April, May, and June of 

7 ' 
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1972 through group completion of questionnaires in each school. Informa- 
• tion fcas collected from a total of 22,652 students; but only the*4,738 
students in rural or farming communities were used a^ respondents In this 
. study. # • m < 

Operationalization of Variables 

»Sirt variables — four independent and two dependent — were .used in this 
stuU>. The independent ariables are sex, race, year, and location; educa- 
tional aspiration and occupational aspiration are the dependent variables 
These variables were operationally -defined by cjuestionnaire items 
' * answered b> the respondents. The specific questions used are provided in 
the appendix. 

Educational aspiration ^as determined by the response the student 
gave to the education he or she desired, quit high school, complete high 
school, compile a business. or technical program, graduate fronAjunior 
college, graduate ^rom college, or complete additional studies after col- 
lege. These were assigned scores from 1 through 6, respectively.. 
* Occupational aspiration was defined in tenrisof the student's response 

* to the kind of job he or she would like to have. The questionnaire items 
differed slightly' between the SYS and* the NL£ so the data from both 
studies were recoded using Rightly modified Bureau of the Census occupa- 

^ tional groupings. Categories used were: professional, technical, manager, 
farmer/farm manager, clerical, sales, military (officer or enlisted), 
. craftsman/skilled craftsman, operative, service and labor, and 
homemaker/housewife. Numerical values ranging between 1 and 11 were 
assigned inversely to these categories.^ 

Residence in this study included only rural students. Respondents were 
asked to choose an answer whidh best described the place in which they 
llived. The questionnaire items ? in the SYS and the NLS.varied. Toaccount 
for tHis discrepancy ,onlv NLS students who answered that they lived in a 
rural of farming community were used as rural seniors. All respondents in 
the SYS were vised even though six students responded that they had lived 

* previously in a city of 2,500 or greater. This was done because the next 
category of the NLS question included students who lived in cities of up to 
50,000 population. 

Region was used to define students from the So^th.aqcorcling to the 
Census definition for this region (Levinsohn et^al., 1978:G'. 1). 

Analytical Technique 

Analysis of variance (ANOVA) was selected as the^ statistical test to 
determine if an> significant differences.in aspirations existed between the 
groups of students with respect to sex, race, year, and location. 2 The 

-See Appendix B for comments on the use of' ANOVA in Jhis study 
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general linear model was used^becayse of the relativel) large sample and 
the, unbalanced design. v . . % f ~ 

* Analysis and Interpretation 
# • 

Changes in student aspirations ov.er time (Hypotheses 1 and 2) are 
anal>zed first, this is folltf\ved bj anal>sis of differences in student aspira- 
tions between locations (Hypotheses 3-6). . * ^ 

Time— 196ffto 1972 ' -/ < , * 

In this section, the h>pothestzedVelationships presented earlier are tested 
for change m aspirations over tim<* for each race and seX combination. 

Educational aspiratipns. Significant differences in educational aspira- 
tions j>etween the 1968 and 1972 classes of Louisiana rural high school 
seniors are evident in the ANOYA.su mmary table and the means presented 
Jn Table* l.*Tb^ educational aspirations of the 1968* rural high school 
» ■ 

Table 1. — Analysis 6f»vananGe and means for.educational aspirations of Louisiana 
rural high school seniors in '1968 and 1972, by race and sex 



ANOVA Summary Table 



Source . 


TT 

Degrees of 
freedom 




Sura of 
squares L 


F ra,tio 


TOTAL 


987 




2,022.59 




Year> 






» 24.54 


12.17** 


Sex • 






• 0.11 




Race 






10.80 • ■ 


5.36* * 


""""Year" x $£x 






0.44 


•0.22» 


Year x B^ce , 






2.72 


1.35 


Sex x Race 






* 2.49\ 


M.23 , 


♦ Year x Sex x 


Race 1 




' * 1.06 \ 


0.52 


ERROR" 


• ■ 980 


1 


1,975.35 x 














Race x Sex 






Year 






< 1968 




— » 1 


# 1972 






* 


-M/ans 




" Whit^e Male . 


4.38 




m ' * J 


. 4^27 * 


N-167 






' N-149 


, White Female 










4.36 






4*.02* 




N-157 , 








Black Male 


■ 4.67 


t> 




4.20 




N-89 






N*64 ' . 


Black Female 


4.73 






4.31 




N-124 






N-77 
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*P<.05 
**P<.01 



10 



seniors were higher (4.50) than thbse of the, 1972 rural high schoofseniors 
(4.18). T>ii>,finding suggests that social activism in the late I960 s and 
earl> 1970's did not result in higher aspirations among thdst* rural students 
durinjg-thi^-four-year- intervaU 



There was alsg a difference in aspirations between'rural black students 
and rural white students. Rural black students hadjrfgher educational 
aspirations than the rurai white students (4 53 and 4.26, respectively^ 
There was little difference in educational aspirations j>etween male stu- 
dents (4.38) and female students (4.34). ' % < ■ * . 

Overall, rural black female seniors of the class of 1968 had the highest 
educational aspirations. This ^finding is content with earlier studies 
(Coleman , 1 976) . Rural black male students had the second highest lev el of 
aspifation* wh^e raral v white male and female s^udepts had equivalent 
edueational«a*spirations. These findings are also supportive of earlier re- 
spare (see Clay, 1976 and Coleman* 1976). 

In 1972, the educational aspirations "t)f rural high school seniors had 
dropped- markedly compared witrf those of the class of 1968. -This is ^ 
contrary to the findings o£Clay £,1976) that, overall, the aspirations of 
students rise over time! Again, black female students had the highest 
•aspirations, but white males held the second, highest level of aspiration 
Black males and white females had lower educational aspirations The low 
wjjite female aspirations are contrary to Clay's findings in an Ontonbgan 
County, Michigan study. • ; 



Occupational aspjrations. The cfccupational aspirations of the senior 
class of 1972 were sifjaificantly different from those of the senior classfttf 
1968 (TablS'2). The rural seniors-of 1 968 had higherjasp^tions than dty 
the rural senipr^of 1972 (8.43 jnd 8.06, resf^cti^ely) Again/this finding 
re inconsistent with most previous studies* irAvhich ^tudent aspirations 
increased o c ver time . There was also a differed between the»sexes Female 
senior students (8.68) had much higher occupational aspirations than male 
students (7.79). Lijtle differenc^n occupational aspirations was found 
betw^ej black students (8.36)**md white students (8.2 l)c 

Rural hlack female students had the highest occupational a&pirdtiQfts in 
1*968. White /emales had the ^cond highest level qS aspiration, wfrle rural 
bfack male students and^hta male students had the lowest occupational 
- aspirations, -This is consistent wkh the findings of Kuvlesky and Edirtgjon 

(1976). . . 

* In 1972 the level of occupational aspiration of njrakseniors had declined 
for each,race and sex combination. White ffmalps had.the highest aspira- 
'tiotis. Black-males and black ferriales aspired to"neafly the same levels of 
e ' occupation, the decline, in aspirations*of black females was the greatest of 
this group. Again white males had the lowest occupational aspirations 

10 J 




Table 2. — Analysis of variance and means for occupational aspirations af Louisiana 
rural high school seniors in 1968 and 1972, by race and sex 

f 



-ANOVA Summarv Table — 





Degrees of 


Sum of 


• 


Source 


freedom 


squares 


F ratio 


TO T AL 


, . 960 


♦ » 

8,279.92 




Year 


I 


• 39.18 


4.6tf* € 


Sex ■ ^ 


I 


125.06 


14.86T** . 


\ Race 


* I 


0.39 




Year x Se^x* 


1 


12.77 




Year x Race 


I 


8.14 


0.97 


Sex x Race 


I . 


14.92 


1.77 . 


Year x Sex x Race 


1 * 


' * 0.91 


J 0. ii * 


ERROR 


953 


8,020.67 ' 




Race x Sex 




Year 


» 



19#8 * • ' 1972,- 

— Means — 

Wh.it e Male . 7.71 ^ ( » ,7*65 

N=i65 * • N?U2* 

* » * * 

'White Female • "8.93 . * ^ / 8.51 

Bla<£ Male^. ' . 8.15 . - , * 7.83 * 

t > N=80* * >\ * ^=60 

Bia^ Feniale ^ % " 8.97 



. . 8.0i 



*P<.05 
**P<.01 * 1 



Location-rr3outhern Region vs. Louisiana ' * 

: Comparisons between the southern regionrural*sampl& frorti.the NLS 
and the Louisiana rural* sample of the SYS are madje in. this secticm. 

Educational aspiration* > An inspection of Tabled reveals a-significant 
difference yiAfducational aspirations between southernand Louisiana 
senior ^tudents^ja 1972. The«southenn regipn rural seniors hacl higher 
aspirations (4.43>thaQ the Louisiana rural seniors<4. 18), #nd male.seniors 
^wd higheraspirations (4.48) than.fen\ale seniors (4.21). ^ 
, There was virtually no effect of race on the educational aspirations of 
black students (4.37) and white students (4.33). Rural white males dhcf 
rural black males of the southern region had-fcquivalent aspirations. Rural* 
black females of the southern region had much higher aspirations than rural 
white females of tfte region. v » 

* ' V 11 • 



jable 3. — Analysis of variance and means for educational aspirations of southern rural * 
high school seniors and Louisiana rural high school seniors in 19^2, by race and sex m 





AN'OVA Summary 


Table 




Source 


Degrees of 
* freedom 1 




Sum ,of 
squares 


t 

F ratio 


TOTAL " 
Local ion 

Race 

Location x Sex 
Location x Race 
Sex.x Race 
Location'x Sex x 
ERROR 


1,1 73 

1 

rface I 
i^v* 1,166 


• 

* 


2,365.AA . 
1*4 .05 
3.(\0 
2.A5 
1.21 
0.0A 
3.80 
0.06 

2,316.82 


% 

7 n 7** 

1.81 

1.23 

0 . 56 

0.02 

1.91 

0.03 


Race x Sex . 






Locat ion 






Southern 






Louis iana 


White Male 


1 A. 62 
N=?96 






A 9 7 

N=1A9 • 


White Female 


A.2A * 
N=355 






N= 1 6 1 


Black Male 


4.62 
, N=32 






A. 20 
N=6A 


Black Female 


A. 52 






A. 31 

N-77 




*P<.05 - 

**P<.01 ^ ' 

The black female seniors in Louisiana rural high schools had the highest 
aspirations. As was true for the regional sample, rural white males and rural 
black males were similar in their levels of educational aspirations , and rural 
white females of the Louisiana sample had the lowest educational aspira- 
tions. These low white female aspiratiSns might be attributed to the 
traditional belief that young rural women just graduated from high school 
are supposed to get married and^art^ family or get a job working in the 
clerical or sales area. ~ ■ v-' > 4 

Occupational aspirations. No evidence \yas found of signific*nt,effects 
of location or race on the Occupational aspirations of the seniors in the 
southern region or the seniors in Louisiaitf, but a slight difference between 
the se*es was noted (Table 4). ThWfeouisiana rural seniors had slightly 
higher aspirations than the southern region rural seniors (8.06 and 7.87, 
respectively). The occupational aspirations of male students (7.75) were 
lower than those, of female students (8.10). Overall, there was no differ- 
ence detected between black students and -white students, both groups 
having equivalent occupational aspirations (7.95 and 7.94, respectively). 
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-Table 4* — Analysis of variance and means for occupational aspirations of southern 
rural high school seniors and Louisiana rural high jchool seniors in 1972, by race and 
sex . * 

ANOVA Summary Table 



Degrees of 



Sum of 



Source 


f r^edom 


squares " f 


- F ratio 


TOTAL 


1,160 | 


11,582.90 




Location 




2 . 13 


0.21 N 


Sex 


1 


39^84 


4.00* 


Race 




0.28 


0.03 


Locat ion x Sex 


1 J 
V 1 ' 


-0.02 ' 


n nn 


Location x Race 


1,86 J! 


0.19 


Sex x Race 




0.21 


,0.02 


Location x Sex x 


Race 1 


20.66 


2.07 


ERROR 


* * 1,153 


11,497.26 




Race x Sex 




Location 






Southern 




Louisiana 




> 






White Male 


7.81 




7.65 




N-296 




<j N-142 


Wh*ite Female 


4. 

7.90 . 


* 


8.51 




N-355 




' N=«160 


Black Male 


7.47 




7.83 




N-32 . • 




N*60 


Black Female 


8.38 




8.03 




N=40 




JN-76 f 






— . ^_ 





*P< . 05 
**P<.01 



Rural black female seniors from the southern region had the highest level 
of aspiration for their group. White males had the second highest level of 
aspiration, and rural white females had muchhigheroccupational aspira- 
tions than black males of the southern region. i 

In contrast to the regional data, rural whiteiemales in Louisiana had the 
highest occupational aspirations. Black male amifclack female student? had 
comparable levels of occupational aspiration, and rural^hite males had the 
lowest aspirations. 

* * 13 
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Location: United States vr. Lpuijsiana , - 

Educational Aspirations. Table 5 discloses a statistically significant 
difference in educational aspirations between the 1972 fural high/schpol 
seniors in the United States and those \n U)ui$iana. The national senior 
students had higher educational aspirations \pAl) than did the Louisiana 
• seniors (4.18) , and the aspirations of makhrtudents (4 .48) were higher than 
those of female students (4.26). There was virtually no differenc^between 
✓ the black and the white students in level of educational aspiration (4,38 and 
4.37, respectively). * - , 

Rural black male students of the national sample had the highest educa- 
tional aspirations. Rural white males and rural black females had compara- 
ble educational aspirations, wjiile rural white .females had the lowest 
educational aspirations. TlieSe findings are supportive of the literature 

Table 5.— Analysis of variance and means for educational aspirations of United States 
rural high school seniors and Louisiana rural high school seniors in 1972,, by race and 



ANOVA Summary Table 



degrees of 

Source freedom. 
<j • n - 

TOTAL . 2,46 

LocaC ion 

Sex v 

Race 

Location x^Sex 
Location x Race 
"Sex x Race 

Location x Sex x Race % 
ERROR . 2 »456 



Sum of 
squares 

A.&82.87 
15.12 
A. 21 
3.70. 
1.38 

*o;23 

Yi 18 
/ 1.A5 
A, 625. 36* 



F ratio 

^. 03** 
-2.2A , 

1.96 

0.73 

0.12 

0.63 1 

0.77 



Race x Sex 



WhiCe Male 



White Female 



Black Male 



Black Female 



ited States 



A. 53 
.N»920 

A. 29 
N-101A ' 

A. 72 
N«36 

' A.A6 
N-A3 



location 



-Means- 



Louisiana 



A. 27 
N-149 

A. 02* 

4.20 
N-6A 

A. 31 
N-77 



. *P<.05 
**P<.01 
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dealing with educational aspjrations — see Kuvlesky and Boykin (1977) 
,andCla>^(1976). c 

In contrast to the national sample, the 4 rural black females of the Louisi- 
ana sample had the highest aspirations. Rural white males had roughly the 
same level of educational aspiration, and rural black males were only 
slightly lower. Again, the rtiral white females had the lowest educational 
aspirations". J ^ ^ 

Occupational, Aspirations. An examination of Table 6 reveals a slight 
difference in tWe occupational aspirations of the 19?2 rural high' school 
seniors ill the United States and Louisiana. Aspfrations of the national rural 
seniprs (7.67) w^re slightl) hpwer than-those of Louisiana rural seniors 
(8.06). There were differences in aspirations between male and female 
students (7.4B and 7.97, respectively)* Black students (8.00) and white 
students (7.72) had comparable levels of aspiration. 

Table 6. — Analysis of variance and means for occupational aspirations of United 
States rural high school seniors and Louisiana rural high school seniors in 1 972, by race 
and sex ' 



V 






ANOVA Summa'py Table 


• 








Degrees of i 


Sum of 




Source 






freedom 


squares 


F ratio 


TOTAL 






2,450 


27,802.97 




Location 






1 * & 


3.46 . 


0.31 


Sex 








50.77 


4.50*- 


Race 






* •* I 


3.38 <\ 


0.30 


Location 


X 


Sex 




0.12 j 


0.01 


Location 


X 


Race 




4 14.62' 1 


1.30 


Sex x Race 






„ 1.54 


0.'14 


Location 


X 


Sp< x 


Race - 1 


9.26 


6.82 


ERROR 




2,443 * 


27,570.64 


Race x Sex 








Location 










United States 




Louisiana 















White Male 



7.42 J 
N=920 



7.65 
N«142 



White Female 



Black Male 



Black Female 



'7.86 
N=1014 

7.72 
- N-36 

8.44 
N«43 



\ 

4? 



8.51 
N-160 

7.8i 
N-6f 



* 6.03 
N*}6 



*P<.05 
**P<,01 
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Rural black females ijnthe national sample had the highest aspirations of 
their group. Rural white females and rural black males had comparable 
levels of occupational aspiration. This finding is consistent with those of 
Coleman ^1976). % 6 

Of the Louisiana sample^ rural white females hacl the highest occupa- 
tional aspirations.' Thft. is supportive of Clay 's 1976 follow-up study in 
Ontonogan County, Michigan. Black male and black female seniors had 
similar levels of aspiration. "Again, as in the national sample, .rural white 
males had the lowest occupational aspirations. 

~ Summary of Results * * * 

In summary , the educational and occupational aspirations of 1972 Loui- 

H . siana rural high school seniors decreased in Comparison to those of the 1968 
"seniors. This finding suggests that social events which occurred during the 
years that the 1 972 seniors Were in high school did not have a positive effect 
bn th^ir aspirations. ' * 

^ There was a significant differepce in, educational aspirations between 
1972 rui^l high school semop^oi^ a emMana ahd those from the southern 
region. The southern students aspired to m^ich higher levels of education 
than did the Louisiana seniors. There was ne-^dencg^f a significant 
effecu>f location on the occupational aspirations of rnese students. 

Significant differences in Educational Inspirations- were found between 
rural high school seniors in theUJriited States and in Louisiana, but only a 

v slight effect of location was found on the occupational aspirations of the 
students. , 



Summary arid Implications 

The purpose of this study was to contribute to further understanding of 
the aspirations of rural high school seniors. Specifically, emphasis w^s 
placed on the educational and occupational aspirations of Louisiana rural 
seniors during 1968 and 1972 and on rural seniors in 1972 from throughout 
the United States and the South. TheVariables time and locatioh as well as 
sex, andtface were tested to ascertain whether these groups of studehts 
differed in their educatiorial and occupational aspirations. Two effects- 
time and location — were significant on levels of aspiration. The educa- 
tional and occupational aspirations of the* 1972' Louisiana rural'high school 
seniors decreased in comparison to those of 1968 seniors. Educational 
aspiration^ fcf the 1972 rural seniors from Louisiana were significantly 
lower than those of both the southern region and the United States. In each 
instance, the marginals showed that these differences for the Louisiana 
rural seniors ia 1972 occurred throughout the range of each* respective 
aspirational variable and were not confined to any single or dual categories . 

16 . 



The findings suggest that educational aspirations^ are affected moreby time 
and geographic location than occupational aspirations are. 

The first major finding of this study was that the seniors of 1972 from 
Louisiana rura^high schools had lower educational aspirations than 1968 
Louisiana rural high school seniors, 1972 southern rural high school 
seniors, and United States rural high school seniors in 1972. The finding 
has significance for educational programs as well as for aspiration theory. 
Si^ce Louisiana is partpf the Sunbelt, a region with abundant employment, 
opportunities, Louisiana^ rural youth may have become m^ce strongl> 
oriented toward emplo>ment opportunities than toward further education. 
This is supported b> the concurrent decline in occupational aspirations, 
indicating a desire forjobs with lower educational requirements. However, 
many of the "better" jobs that are being created through industrialization 
in this region require more formal education, so attaining the education to 
'qualify for these jobs will become more important to future high school 
seniors. • % 

% Rural white females from Louisiana consistently had higher occupa-" 
tional aspirations than all other students. This may be attributed to the fact 
that two traditional femala occupations to which man> white females in the 
state have been attracted, nurse and teacher, v are included as professional 
occupations, thus giving white females an overall higher occupational 
Aspiration. . • 

Jhe findings of this study contribute'to better* understanding of the* 
educational and occupational aspirations of rural white and rural black high 
school seniors. It was found, for example, that the educational and occupa- 
tional aspirations of Louisiana rural high school seniors did not increase 
* over time as was theorized. The fact that they decreased suggests that social 
time needs to be considered w\ien studying the aspirations of comparable 
rural youth at different times. or periods. % 

In this study, the differences in aspirations over time may be related to 
the social activism of ine 1 960 's and 1970's when many youth were 
seeking alternative goals and means of fulfilling these goals. It has been 
suggested, in this regard, that the cultural revolution was centered gener- 
ally in uppdr-middle class youth and that the college-educated children of 
lower-middle and working-class families face greater prospects for social 
mobility (Berger arfd Berger, 1971). At any rate, effect of social tithe on 
aspirations of youth needs no be studied with more inclusive populations 
over longer periods. Whether this decline in aspirations — both educational 
§ and occupational — has continued into the 1 980's is of even greater interest 
and needs to be addressed in future research. ' 
In concluding, attention should be directed toward the implications of 
, this study. Some rural youth obviously are not abreast of the developments 
in education that will affect their immediate future. Although a great deal of 
attention has been devoted to improving the information available to rural 
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•youth, it is possible that both communication and counseling efforts have 
fallen short. Educators should be made aware of this fact. 

In particular, the position of counselor has been established in many 
schools for the purpose of helping students, make realistic decisions. 
Counselors need to be well informed about current developments with 
^respect to education and employment, and they need to make rural young 
people aware of these developments. Until this is done, rural youth will 
^entinue to be disadvantaged with respecjt to urban employment oppor- 
tunities* This is a, challenge for school officials who serve rural com- 
munities. . y 
\ 
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Appendix A 

Excerpts from Research Instrument * 

! ' 

?ex (Circle one number) : 1 Male 2 Temale 



Where have yq\x lived most of your life? (Circle one 
number) : * f * 

1 Large city (50,000 and over) 

2 Medium city (10,000 to 50,000) 

3 . Small city (2,500 Jm> 10,000) 

4 Towi) or village (under 2,500) 

\ 

5 In the country, but not on 1 a farm 

6 .On a farm « 



* J hat is your race? (Circle one nurberj : 

1 T, hite 2 Black 3 Oriental 4 Indian ,5 Other 



If you v/ere completely free* to choose any job, what 
would you desire mc'st as a life~tir.e job?* (in answering * 
t;his cuestion give^ an exact job. For exanole, do % not 
say work on the railroad" - uU t tell- us wljat railroad job 
you "ould like to havej • Write your answer in the box 
below. , - 

i / r — 7 

ANSWER: / » ./ 

£-* : . / 



If you could have as nuch schooling as ty&u desired , 
which of the following would you do? (Circle only one 
number) s 

1 Quit school right now. , , » 

2 Complete high school. 

3 Complete a business, commercial, electronics, or some 
other technical program after finishing high school. 

4 Graduate frorr a junior college (2^years), v 

5 Graduate from a college or university , 

6 Corplete additional studies after graduating from a 
college or university. * 
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P 



n 



r 



Sex 

Male. . . 
o Female. 



(Circle qne.) 

i 

• . 2 * 



Date of Birth 


Mo. 


Day 


Year 


• 1 







Please complete the information above. 



* * * 



84* How do you describe yourself? 



American Indian »>, 
Blacjc or Afro-American or Negro 
Mexican-American or, Chicano 
Puerto Rican 

Other Latin-American origin 
Oriental or Asian-American . 
White or Caucasian , ' 
Other 



(Circle one.) 
1 

2 

4 

5 " 

; 6 

7 
8 



r 



95. Which* best describes the location of the place in which you live? 

* « 
In'a rural or farming community- 
In a small city or town of fewer than 50 t 000 people 

that is not a suburb of a larger place. . . ! 
In a medium-sized city.* (50,000-100,000 people). 

In a suburb of a medium-sized city 

In a large city (100,000-500,000 people) . .- 

In a suburb of a large city — . - \ 

In a veryjaxge city (over 500,000 people). . . 



(Circle, one.) 

I 

.2 
3 . 
4 
. 5 

. 6 • 
. 7 



In a suburb of a very large city . .8 



V 



25 In tht<oiumn undtr YOU. circlt tht ont numbtr that 9^*Ttj(h Vt b«»t discretion of tht^td work . 
you would like lo do.JJndtr FATHER, ctrclt tht o'nt numbtr Ujat best dt«ftllaf-i*fn* worK^ne by you r 
lather (or malr^uardian) Under MOTHER, circlt tht ontn*umh«r ttfrfbest de^jfbfi the work dont by 
your mother (or ferrule guardian) Tht tiact job may no; b«££$d btMtirch ^ ' * 
If tithtr of your part nts is out of work. disabled, retired, 
she used tosdo. ~'' .„ • 



i worker, car washer sanitary 



clerical such as ba>nk teller bookkeeper aecrelary. typist 
earner ticket agent * 

Craftsman auch an baker, automobile mechanic, machinist, 

painter, plunder telephone installer carpenter 
Farmfr, Farm manager 

HOMEMaKFR OR MOJJSEWIFE * 

LAMOMtR such aa construclin 
wdrker, farm Uborer 

manager, administrator auch as sales manager, office manager, 
school adrrunwlrator. buyer, restaurant manager, government 
official " % 

military auch as career officer^enhsted man or woman in the 
armed force* 

opfraYj ve sucrpas meat cutter assembler mach ine operator 
wrlder. Uxicab, bus or truck dnver, gas atatron attendant 

profession al- such as accountant, artist, clergyman dentist, 
•physician, registered nurse engineer, lawyer, librarian, teacher, 
writer, scientist, social worker actor actress 

frofriftor r^R own»r such as owner of a small bujine-ss, % 
contractor, restaurant owner 

protective titRvScF such as detective policeman or puard, 
sheriff, fireman '* 

^aL£s auch as salesman, sales clerk, advertising or insurance afent.* 

real estate, Broker ^ 
service such aa barber, beautician, practical nurse private 

householdvworlcer, janitor, waiter 

technical such aa draftsman medical or dental technician. 
* computer programmer 




* J '''' 

i of thtJpnd.jof wo 
i worlrTdpnt byyc 
. „ . f*ibf work dont , 
f*f$JL «?» lb«T<*mjs* closest 
n* Wf kj«4 pf work'tMfifjt or 



t\ rljher Jrfothtr < 




09 


•0 

09 


<t 

09 

1 




10 ' 


JO • 
s* 


10 


F 


11 

12 


VI 
12 


, 11 » * 
4 - ' 

12 




13 # 


13 • 


* 13 ' 




1 


014 f 







4 



29 Toanswtr tb.lt qutstloq, circlt ont numbtr for tht hlghtst Itvtl of education you would like to attain, and 
also circtt ont for tht hlghtst Itvtl you plan to attain jfi 

4 (Circle ant number in ea<h4Homfc ) , 



than high school graduation 

Graduate fro/n high school but not go beyond that 

Graduate from high school and then go to a vocational, technical, 
business, or trade school 

Go to a junior college. 

Go to « four>year college or university 

Go to a graduate or, Apfeaa*on*l school o/«r coileg* 



■ % . ' 21 
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Tdble A- 1.— Distribution of nonmetropolitan Louisiana senior respondents for 1968 and 1972, by area 
schodl", race,' and sex 1 • - 
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Area & School 



Northwest 
J.S.Clark 
Zwolle High 
Ebarb " 
Georgetown 
Second Ward » 
Stanley 
Verda 



Northeast 

Forest * 
Newell ton 
Rayvllle High 
River field Acadersy 
Wlsner-Cllbert 
Wlsner High 



Southwest 

BordelonvlUe 

Carver 
. Bunkle Sr. Hlgji 

Cottonport * 

W.w. Stewasx 
, Bas'ile 



Blyk 



Male jFeaaleJ Total 



1 

27 



Southeast 

£. Livingston High 

Springfield 

Holden 

Livonia 

Poydras 

False River Acadeny 
Ronevllle 

Romevllle High (Boys) 
Roaevllle High (Girls) 
Scottvllle 
Belle' Chaste 



n 

16 



W 
11 



13 

20 
34 



5 
17 



10 
12" 
30 



21 
18 



12 
14 



23 
32 
64 



Male 



5 . 

16 



12 
18 





5 


17 


10 - 


17 


27 


is ; 


15 4 

1 


30 


-8b ' 


8 


16^ 



a Includes 1 respondent whose questionnaire Is ralsslng. 
b Includes 1 Native Aoerlcan. 



9 
43 



7 
12 



20 
^12 



20 
9 



64 J 77 



14 

7 



26 
7 



5 
25 



6 
14 
10 

9 



150 



23 : 



v Appendix B 

It should be noted that use of ANOVA requires the assumption of * 
interval level measurement of the dependent variable ^and that the'depend- 
ent variables in this study — educational aspiration and- occupational 
aspiration — do not fully meet this assumption. For education, the scores 
represent essentially 2-year increments except fdr the two middle cate- 
, gories. Since graduating from a junior-college nearly always requires 2 full 
- >e^rs and completing a business or technical program often takes less than 
*\ this, the former was given the highejr value. 

*>The measure of occupational aspiration is a slight modification of 
occupational groupings used b> the Bureau of the Census. These groups are ' 
ranked on the two dintensrons of income and education w ith relatively high 
correspondence (Miller, 1977:244). Differences from the Census group- 
ings* in the measure used here include (1) addition of a classification for 
military between the white-collar and blue-collar segments, (2) addition of 
a category for ho^iemaker and housewife as the final group, and (3) use of a 
separate classification tbr technical occupations (between prefessionatand 
managers). Although the homemaker-housewife category usually is not 
considered to be an occupation, it is the only occupational status some 
women ever have, it was placed at the ^ottom -because it has no income or 
earnings specifically associated with it and is usually not evaluated as an 
. exciting and desirable life goal (Lopata, 1971:29-31, 138-148)7 

Statistical tests requiring assumption of interval-level measurement are 
used fairly routinely with ordinal-level measures that approximate 
^ interval-level ones because the tests are robust enough to be usedw ith little 
- ^ fear of gr^ss errors so long as the ordinal measure is m^notonic.(Bohrnstedt 
and Caner, 197 1 : 13 1 ). The advantages of using the more powerful tests are 
well-kjjiown, and this increase in power makes the risl^f errors in inference 
with them small in comparison with the more limited results of tests 
appropriate for ordinal-level measures. 
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